
January 22, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on January 

22, 2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Chad Martin, Jim Woods 

and Danny Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric 

Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director 

Linda Conover, Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher, Fire Chief Ted Anderson and Deputy Fire Chief 

Kris Schrader. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member 

Bowles with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; 

Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Turner, aye. Council 

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Discussion of the award of a 

public contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interviews of bidders 

or offerors, and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in 

an open session would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy 

of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 29, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel 

and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable 

litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, 

as authorized by Subsection 7.   At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  

Mayor Lawson explained that no action was taken out of Closed Session on either item.  A 

motion was made by Council Member Bowles; seconded by Vice Mayor Martin, with the following 

5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Council Member Turner, 

aye.    

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Bowles, 

Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the November 13, 2018 Council Meeting, November 27, 

2018 Council Meeting, December 11, 2018 Council Meeting, January 2, 2019 Organizational 

Meeting, and January 8, 2019 Council Meeting – Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to approve 

the 2018 minutes as presented.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with Lawson, 

Bowles, Martin and Woods voting in favor; Council Member Turner abstained since his term did 

not begin until January 1, 2019.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 2019 
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minutes as presented; Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.   

Read a Proclamation acknowledging February 2019 as Black History Month – Vice Mayor 

Martin read the proclamation, which was presented, to Artis Law on behalf of FAHI.   

 

Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s February 12 meeting regarding a planned 

Community Development Block Grant application – Wayne Knox of the Community 

Development Department explained the procedures required to qualify for block grants, 

including the public hearing requested for the next February Council meeting which would 

allow residents to give input on what they would like to see from the grant.  Any questions the 

public may have can be directed to his office.  There will be a community meeting on 

Thursday, January 24 at Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church to allow the public the benefit to 

discuss the block grants.  Representatives of the consultant firm and management team will 

be available to answer questions.  While this is a block grant to the City, this is a loan to the 

residents.  Applications will be completed to determine what each household would qualify for 

the block grant.  Council Member Turner made a motion to set the public hearing for February 

12.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  



January 22, 2019 Council Meeting 

 

Consider approval on second reading, Ordinance 2019-Z-1 amending Chapters II, XII, XIII, 

XIV, XV, XVI and XXIII of the Zoning Ordinance regarding commercial indoor entertainment, 

sports and recreation – Wayne Knox of the Community Development Department highlighted 

the text amendment and explained that a hookah bar is only a possibility, there are no solid 

applications for a specific use.  Knox explained that the Market Square site would fall into the 

same category as a hookah bar.  The need for the ordinance change is only a bookkeeping step 

that would expand the opportunity for recreational businesses in the City.  Council Member 

Bowles made a motion to approve the amended ordinance on second reading.  Vice Mayor 

Martin seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  Council Member Turner, aye; 

Council Member Woods, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council 

Member Bowles, aye. 
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Hear information from Fire/EMS regarding ambulance and emergency medical service 

coverage for the City – Deputy Fire Chief Kris Schrader reminded Council about the previous 

closure of Stone Ambulance which potentially decreased service coverage within the City and 

could increase response time for calls.  Schrader presented a PowerPoint detailing EMS data 

with limited ambulances and personnel.  Fire Chief Ted Anderson provided information on 

EMS options with those limits.   City Manager Towarnicki explained that Option 3 is a 

continuation of what the Fire Department has done the past 2-3 months.  Towarnicki said it 

boils down to what level of service the City wants to provide.  He is uncomfortable with not 

taking some kind of action.  The least expensive of the options is Option 3 to continue what 

the department has been doing the past few months.  However, the trial period ended in 

December so the extra ambulance is not currently running.  Schrader explained that 

currently, the City is at 85% coverage but below the national standard.  Mayor Lawson said 

she would like to continue with Option 3.  Schrader said as of today, in 2019 the department 

had missed 13 calls with the current system with only two ambulances.  Towarnicki said it 

would be the safest bet to review the budget and discuss those again at the next meeting; no 

extra money was utilized for the study.  Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to fund Option 3; 

Council Member Woods seconded the motion.  Council Member Turner made a motion to 

amend the motion to take no action tonight but to review budget allowances at the next 

meeting prior to making the decision.  Vice Mayor Martin accepted the amended motion to 

review again at the next Council meeting.  All Council Members voted in favor.   
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Turner made a motion to approve 

Item 1 of the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor. City Manager Towarnicki read through a memo in regards 

to Item 2 of the Consent Agenda relating to the Martinsville City School’s request to transfer 

$724,438 back to their operations and capital funds.  Towarnicki recommended the 

reappropriation of the $52,802 for capital funds for a new bus but the affect of awarding the 

remaining $671,636 for contingency funds would negatively affect the 2020 budget process.  

Travis Clemons of the School Board explained that the schools had a significant loss of students 

in the fall 2018 along with other factors that affected the amount of funds used.  Dr. Talley said 

it is late in the year but the funds are needed to balance the 2019 and 2020 school budget to 

ensure the students remain in school with the resources they need. Clemons said the request 

is made to balance the deficit on the table, not to add funds to the budget.  Towarnicki explained 

that at the end of the year, most departments do not expend all of their funds.  When they look 

at the budget projections, they do not plan for any school money to be returned.  The final 

number comes from the City departments as a whole, not as individual departments.  If the 

school is not approved the funds requested, they will finish the year with a deficit. Vice Mayor 

Martin made a motion requesting a 5-year average be brought back to the February 12 Council 

meeting and the $671,636 request be further discussed at that time.  Council Member Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  Vice Mayor Martin made a 

motion to approve the $52,802 requested to purchase a bus.  Council Member Turner seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Woods thanked residents who 

have reached out to him with concerns.  Council Members will not always vote together but he 

will always vote his conscience in what he feels would be in the best interest of the City.  Woods 

shared numerous activities offered by the local library and encouraged residents to take 

advantage of those services.  There will be a Daddy-Daughter Dance at Piedmont Arts on 

February 8.  Council Member Bowles asked for an update on Mineral Street and Clay Street.  

City Manager Towarnicki explained that there was a driveway ramp that was installed when the 

street was built, however the driveway is the responsibility of the property owner.  Council 

Member Turner expressed sympathy on the passing of Glen Wood of Wood Brother’s Racing.  A 

City proclamation will be made at the Racing shop in Stuart, Virginia on Thursday at 2:00pm.  

Vice Mayor Martin recognized organizations who participated in the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

events this past weekend.  Mayor Lawson recognized the speaker from Petersburg who preached 

at First Baptist, stating that he was one of the best preachers she has ever heard.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the City applied and 

received a grant through the Department of Social Services totaling $271,203. The intent of the 
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grant is to identify individuals who have been unable to work and work with those individuals 

to help them find appropriate employment.  The grant begins today and goes through June 2020 

with options to renew it for 4 years.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


